


U.S. Prison Population: 1925–2016

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics
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Crime and Incarceration Rates

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Violent crime rate (reported offenses per 100,000 U.S. residents)

Incarcerated persons per 100,000 U.S. residents



Jail  Before Trial Guilty Pleas

*Average for detained defendants represents the estimated effect of detention after controlling for offense type, 
wealth, criminal history, and bail amount. – Quattrone Center study of Harris County, TX 
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Jail More Crimes
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*Average for detained defendants represents the estimated effect of detention after 
controlling for offense type, wealth, criminal history, and bail amount. – Quattrone Center 
study of Harris County, TX 

20% more likely to commit a new misdemeanor 
30% more likely to commit a new felony
If 40,000 people who couldn’t make $500 bail had been released, 
the state could have prevented 4,000 new crimes.



Who Is a Criminal? 



Who Is a Criminal?



37% of people in state and federal prisons have been 
diagnosed with a mental illness

44% of people in locally-run jails have been diagnosed 
with a mental illness

Mental Illness and Incarceration

Source: Prison Policy Initiative



66% of people in federal prisons reported not receiving 
any mental health care while incarcerated

27% of people jailed 3+ times within a year who reported 
having a moderate or serious mental illness

Mental Illness and Incarceration

Source: Prison Policy Initiative



25% of people experience "serious psychological 
distress” in jails

In Connecticut, 21% of people in prison have a serious 
mental illness.

Mental Illness and Incarceration

Sources: Prison Policy Initiative and Connecticut by the Numbers





27% of police shootings in 2015 involved a mental health 
crisis

How many 911 calls could be handled by community 
responders instead of the police? Estimates range from 
about 20% in Detroit to 38% in Seattle and Portland.

Policing and Mental Health

Sources: Prison Policy Initiative and Center for American Progress



The Solve Rate
Homicide Clearances





20 years ago, district 
attorneys brought 
felony charges against 
one out of three people 
who got arrested.

Charging

Now the figure for 
felony arrests is two out 
of every three people 
who are arrested.

-- John Pfaff, Fordham Law School



• By 1994, every state in the country enacted at 
least one mandatory minimum sentence.

• Criminal codes expanded, allowing 
prosecutors to stack multiple charges for a 
single offense.

Ratcheting Up Punishment



In the 1970s, about one in 12 
people accused of a felony 
went to trial in state courts. 

Today, only one in 40 people 
facing felony charges go to 
trial. 

More than 95% of criminal 
convictions are obtained 
through guilty pleas. 

The Vanishing Trial

Source: The New York Times





The Power of Cities
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The New D.A.s



Prosecutors by Race and Gender

79% white men

16% white women

4% men of color

1% women of color



Political Party and 
Race of the DA

 Elect a Republican district attorney 

 prison admissions rise ~ 20% over next 2 years.

 Elect a non-white district attorney 

 prison admissions fall ~ 10% over same period. 

 No significant effects on crime or arrest rates.

—Sam Krumholtz, 2019
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